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The Mayor and the Red Light
FAYOR PRANSFORD has  removed  Chlef
Pitt ostenglbly on the score of the much-
disounsed Red Light Distrlet, they not
wgroeing upon the proper site for the delectable
headquarters of the solled contlngent.  In ex-
nimining his reagons;, Mayor Bransford says the
rilde of Sherlf Bmery have sonttéred the socisl
#vil all over town, He treats the matler as an
evll which the nges have been unable to suppress,
and glves his views as to the best way of exercis-
ing such control over the evil as will result in
the least hoarm, In some guaprlers he Is attacked
as though hea was establishing something new,
and pltogether agalnst the Iaw. In this connee
tion It should be remembered that It has always
been ngninst the law, but it has existed and Hour-
ished here, since long, long bhefore the dominant
chureh lost control of the clty, and whal the May-
or recommends is mersly o change of 'ronifon,
The wholesale personal abuse of the lesser
Smoot organ ough! pot o count with decent men.
No one, not even the edltor of the Smoot organ,
belleves thnt Mayor Bransford has any mercet
ary reasons for his act, though he may own prop
erty newr the old Red Light quarter, or that he
has been & promoter of the enterprise, or the chief
ngent back of the movement. As mayor he slmply
advocates his Idea of the - beat plant to treat with
an evil that eannot be stamped out; Nelther does
he commit hag party In any way, for the pintform
ol the party and {18 leading spirits are diametrl-
onlly opposed to him,

But the assgulling of the mayvor a8 an unclean
mun - personally, will fall stiliborn. Neither Is
there snything in his statement o justlfy the
charge thit he personnily expects to make money
by the move, not a scintilln of evidence that he
holds any stock In the sinister enterprise. He
alone s personally cesponsible for his aei and
frankly glves his reasons, that he belleves it |s
the best way to deal with an unavoidable evil,

Passing Away

QL. STERRETT 18 here to make arrange
C ments for the grand eneampment next sum-

mer, In reply 1o a gquestion, he sald: "Two-
thirds of the men who enlisted in the great war
have gone o the olher slde. The record of last
yenr was tha' ope veteran died every six minutes
and 144 died each day; a foll regiment of 1,000
died each week; n brigade of four regiments,
avory month, and two ;.rﬁn.l corps, ench of 25,000
men, died during the vear,

It will be seen by that how swiftly the wheole
glovified host Iy passing on, and how & few
yeara hence there will be none left. They wenl
out in the flower of youth: they interposed thely
breasis, n living wall, between thelr country and
their country's feeg. Many dled in batlle, many
i In hosplials, the host has been lesnening ever
fince untl twodllrds have pasgsed away Al
the rate they died Inst year the Inst one will have
gone in fiftenn yoars more, but the Ereal mn-
Jority will not last that long.

They offored all they had for (helr country,
they survived every -rdeal, but now the Inexor
ible years are havi helr way and the march is
Almost done. With u renewed reverence edaoh
year the arms of the vatlon should be drawn

atound the sacred band lo steady thelr sleps, to
cheer thelr way down the last decline,

Think of i, every aiXx minutes the folding
doors of death swing back to récelve one of thelr
nmmber; overy day 144 pass away, and every
week o full regiment. In the old days during the
war, even in the most exciting perlods of it, there
wore rests,  There 15 no rest to thie march' to-
ward the grave, and the record in the south s
almost ns great,

We belleve every officer of exalted rank who
fought In the war has passed away, excepl Gen.
Howard, and the tfank and file are swiftly follow-
Ing. There ls a porpetnal sounding of taps. Let
us hope that every morning the reveille fn the
land beyond the stars, sounded on silver bugles
and softly rolling druwms, brings oot the full con-
tingent and those that, falling to answer roill
call here, will answer In the bevond, and rejolee
that the Rlysian flelds have been won and the
long march finally finished,

Congress and the Message
ONGRESS met on Monday last, the Presi
C dent’s message was dellvered on ‘Tuesdny.
Each house remalned in session but a
few minntes, then adjourned, the senate out of
respect for the late Senator Alllson, Lthe house
in respect for four members who have died since
congress ool e summer recoss,

Death has made great Inroads upon the sen-
ate In the Inst few years: Moar, West, Quay, Mor-
rill, Morgan, Pettug, Alllson, all men who for
years presented distinet personnlitlea and were
of national and infernationnl Tame, nnd whose
charncters lefl the nation In monrning when they
died.

The message of the President I8 strong and
terse though very Jong—the ablest message he
oever presenied (o congress. It I8 a vast jmprove-
ment over the messige of A year ago, both in
mutter and in tone, and most of his recommen-
dutions will De approved of by (he conntiy.

5 Chief Sheets
HIEF SHEETS was the most capable chief
C of police this elty ever had, one of the
most capable aver seen in the west. He wns
driven from office by a gang, who had no case
against him, but who put yp a bogus prosecution
against him, in the hope that thereby they might
bring disfavor upon the party that gave him the
place, If Hig Honor, the mayvor, could declde
thal he ought to be restored lo the place, wo
believe It would bha but a simple act of justice 1o
8 much-wronged mion, and 1t wonld ndd to the
sulely of the city more than twenty new pollee
men added to the force could.

The Kaiser and 0ld Queen Bess
TH[—: NATION claims that the men of Ger

many are st much Incensed agninst their
emperaor, and aseribe (L to the manner of
his concsssfon to the Reichstag, making It ap
pear ambiguous and grudging, and contrasting It
with the surrender of old Queen Bess, when hep
controversy with the House of Commons had be
come  dangerons, declaring that “the Queen
knew how to retreat gracefully” and quoles Ma-
canlny's words: There seemed for a moment
to ‘be some danger that the long and glorions
relgn of Elizabeth wonld have a shamefuyl #nd
disastrous end. She, however, with admirable
judgment and temper declined the contest, put
hersell at the head of the reformlng party, re
dressed ° gt levaners, (banked 1he Cymmons
i touching and dignified lanpuage for thelr tep-
der cnre of the gencoral weal, hronght biack to
herself the heartg of the people, and left (b her
RuCCessors n memorable example of the way In
which It behooves n ruler to deal with publie
movements whieh he hag not the menns of re
Klatlng"
Thal Is 8 good example to clte. but then the
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circumstaneea were different from thore [(acing
the German emperor. In Enegland Tn the last
duys of the Aftecnth century It wasg bt 8 sten
from the throne to the block when public apinfon
turned that way., The grést Armada had been
destroyed, the danger of war that had mennced
England throngh nil the long reign of Blisabeth,
had been removed: the people for the first time
believed they were Invineible and (hey were 4
dangerous crowd to quurrel with, Moreovey, the
erown had Veen dolng some things which she
knew were wrang In retallation for Parliament
usurping as she thought some of hey prerogutives:
moreover her lfe was almost spent and she was
afrald of death, henoé her surrender. The elr-
camstances are vory different in Germany, The
Kalser belleves that it i3 his house thal hns made
Germuny so gteat; the Imperialism that Blsmarek
tanght clings fo him; he hag never been serlous-
ly ‘erogsed before and he does not take to (U kind
l¥, He In the prime of his muanhood, with vast
schemes before him and the aged queen with not
much Jeft but the memories of the splendors and
the erimes of her Hfe behind her, are vastly i
ferent. Still the mighty queen was greater than
I8 the emperor. Her lifo made an ern In England,
She found her country torn with dissensions and
menaced by the most powerful raler of her day:
she made it the mogt goverelgn nation of the ol
worlil, with possesslons vastly extended and in
profound prace. A great old quekn wis she,

The National University
HE Commen Counell of Florences has voted Lo
T celobrate the semi-centennlal of the Tusean
revolution of 1858, by the founding of & P
manent gallery of modern art, native an  for-
elgn. Why s thare not a useful hint in the fore
golng? Many plans for n monument to the men
ory of Abrabam Lincoln have been considered.
Would not a great natlonal university erénted in
his name and properly adorned. be the Lest pos
sible monument to hls memory? He made his
great fame In Waghington: he dled there: he nav
er had a university training, why not found @ na.
tenal schaol to e supporied ns West Point wnd
Annapolls are, for (ke creation of hnproved edu
cation, its students helng selected by competitlon
i every state. and for thelr acqguirements mude
wards of the natlon for four yenrs? An appoint-
ment to such a school would be ay honor to be
sought for. dnd 1o gradunte from such a #eh ool
would he o certificale of c¢haracter on  which
there would not be one stain. A diploma from
any university is a splendid thing, 1t s elma
fucle evidence of edueation and charncter, bot
iwlmost anyone with money enough can attend o
unlversity. To have one univeraity to which none
could go except on merit in competition with all
other stwdems In his state, wonld make & seleot
band, and it wonld Interfere with no ollier achonl;
rather it would have a tendeney 1o Ineite helter
work In every other university in the country;
And Lincoln's statue [n+the rotunda would he o
notiee to every studont, that fame Is more linhle
to  attach to character than to all alse, that pa
iriotlsmy i1 ‘deep @nough  nnd  sélf-sacrificing
enotgh, holds within Itself elements of ETéatnonss
which exalt the poesessor, and that if in ihe progs
eontlon of o holy duty denth comes to @ man
that In ltself cunnot put out the llght of a grent
soul, yather It lends to loan fmmovinl sheen. The
hativn should have such & upiversity for the an-
tion's good and to plve n pnew Incentive 1o the
yonib of the land to do their best,

What Exalts a Nation

EFORE men learned of the one God {hey in-

B vented gods, =0 intense, in numanity is
the ldea of worshiplng superioy bednus:

RO inlense 18 mun's desivre to he Hnked In $omq
form with lmmortals. 1t was patural

Rg  mnh
prew out of barbarism to learn to loso on n oy

of a higher existence and nolurnl to elothe that
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